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\                                     " call-case/' being the manager's voice, but n
|        -                            which is both a comfort and an advantage
all concerned.
That day I glanced at it; it was empty.   T and cast of the season would be put up pi
i     ^                               wondered how many disappointments it wou
me.   Then there was a rustle of skirts, a tappi:
*      ,  .                           a young woman gayly dressed rushed in, a smi
f                                     for — oh! she nodded briefly to the young me
I                                     saw me — she looked full at me.   The pupp;
]                                     arose in me, I was a stranger, she was goii
|      .   "                           perhaps smile!    Oh, how thankful I am t
1                        .            stopped in time, before I had betrayed that be
Her face hardened, her eyes leisurely score! down my poor linen gown, then she turned
1                                    to the glass, patted her bustle into shape, ar
out again.   I felt as though I had received a b voices,  loudly laughing male voices, appro; ,       -                           three men came in, holding their hats and mo
faces. They " bah-Joved " a good deal, an and noisy, with a young face topped with pc ness, bowed to me courteously, the others did : Where, I thought, was the manager all this ti more laughter, and back came my flouncy yot and two of her kind with her; pretty, fine badly bred women, followed by one whom ] stantly. One I had heard much of, one to w a letter of introduction — I have it still, by the
i                                      was gray even then, plain of feature, but swe
and very gentle of manner. I lifted my he Of course she would not know me from sole-] she would see I was a stranger and forlornly besides, being already secure in her position in tl — she was its oldest member — and therefore,: measure, a hostess, and as my mere presence in
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